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Successful city schools seek to branch out  

Disney Magnet, Burroughs would 'franchise'  

 

October 9, 2007 

BY ROSALIND ROSSI Education Reporter  

 

Walt Disney Magnet, the city's first magnet school, and Burroughs Elementary, a 

successful neighborhood school, would be turned into "franchises" with multiple 

campuses under a proposal to be unveiled today by Chicago Public School officials. 

 

Disney's heavy arts and technology emphasis, including its animation lab, and Burroughs' 

classes for parents and kids that run as late as 8:30 p.m. would be among several features 

replicated under the new CPS "Performance Pipeline Project.'' 

 

Multiple campuses of charter schools have sprung up in Chicago and nationally, but the 

Pipeline Project is believed to be the first time a U.S. school district is franchising its 

own, traditional public schools, said Phyllis Lockett, CEO of Renaissance Schools Fund, 

a project funder.  

 

If successful, Disney, now in Uptown, and Burroughs, now in Brighton Park, could spin 

off two or three campuses. 

 

Chicago Schools CEO Arne Duncan is expected to propose 19 new schools today, 

including the two franchise campuses. All are part of Mayor Daley's Renaissance 2010 

effort to create 100 new schools by 2010. About 55 have opened so far. 

 

Disney-2 and Burroughs-2 would be located in existing buildings in areas with low-

performing schools in an attempt to transplant success into struggling neighborhoods. At 

least three-quarters of the students now at Disney and Burroughs are from low-income 

homes, yet students at both schools have been passing at least 75 percent of their state 

tests. 

 

"We don't know if the new school will be north or south,'' said Disney Principal Kathleen 

Hagstrom. "It doesn't matter. We think we'll be successful.'' 

 

Disney hallmarks to be replicated include abundant art and technology, Chinese language 

classes and monthly teacher training. Disney-2 will either hold its own animation lab or 

its kids will travel to Disney-1 to use its animation technology -- donated by the daughter 

of Walt Disney, known for his animation breakthroughs.  

 



Disney-2 hopes to knock down the wall between every pair of classrooms and replace it 

with a shared computer lab. And while Disney-1 boasts one two-week art project per 

grade, Disney-2 kids could complete four art projects per year. 

 

Burroughs Principal Rich Morris hopes to bring his extensive menu of after-school 

classes to Burroughs-2, including cooking and English-language classes for parents and 

homework help, drama and sports programs for kids. 

 

Burroughs-2 also would feature a 20-minute recess, a longer school day, a middle school-

within-a school with its own electives, and a teacher, student teacher and college student-

turned-tutor in most classrooms. 

 

Tentative plans call for Burroughs-2 to fill at least 70 percent of its slots with 

neighborhood kids and for Disney-2 to use the same citywide magnet lottery Disney-1 

uses to fill half its slots, Duncan said. 


